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Update: #StatelessKids – ENS Campaign to end childhood statelessness in Europe
In the three weeks leading up to 20 November, which marks Universal Children’s Day, the European Network on
Statelessness (ENS) is coordinating a number of exciting online actions as part of the #StatelessKids campaign which
seeks to end childhood statelessness across Europe. The #StatelessKids petition so far received over 21.000 signatures
showing there is a growing public support and mounting pressure on politicians across Europe to take action. ENS will
be handing over the signatures to the Chair of the European Parliament Committee on Petitions and the Council of
Europe Parliamentary Assembly representative at an event in Strasbourg on 22 November. This event, hosted by Jean
Lambert MEP, will bring together Council of Europe, European Parliament, civil society groups and other stakeholders
to discuss how to coordinate actions to end childhood statelessness. Speakers include Cecilia Wikström (MEP), Nils
Muižnieks (CoE Commissioner for Human Rights), Manlio di Stefano (PACE Member), Stephanos Stavros (Head of
the Office of the CoE Secretary General's Special Representative on migration and refugees), Valeriu Nicolae (Special
Representative of the CoE Secretary General for Roma issues), Chris Nash (European Network on Statelessness) and
Gert Westerveen (UNHCR Representative to the Council of Europe). You can find out more event and RSVP here.
New infographics explaining what life is like for stateless children
For a child the inability to secure any nationality can mean being denied
healthcare, refused access to education and left vulnerable to
exploitation and trafficking. It can result in unfulfilled potential, and
cause heartbreak for children and parents alike. ENS are publishing three
new infographics, which focus on the issue of childhood statelessness.
These are designed to explain the issue and the impact statelessness has
on children. The first of the three infographics is already available on the
ENS #StatelessKids campaign website, with translations into French,
German, Italian, Serbian, Macedonian, Slovenian, Polish and Albanian
and another two to follow soon.
#Statelesskids campaign activities across Europe
ENS members in Serbia, France, Italy, UK, Macedonia, Albania and Poland
are planning satellite events to mark the closing of the #StatelessKids
petition. The events are intended to create a platform for ongoing
country-level advocacy to end childhood statelessness. With the support
from the ENS Youth Ambassadors, ENS national members are also
working on a range of campaign activities from designing card games and
teaching in schools to organising meetings with parliamentarians and
gathering signatures for the campaign. You can follow the #StatelessKids
on Twitter and Facebook for more updates on activities and events around Europe.

There’s still time to sign the #STATELESSKIDS PETITION and join 21,000 other voices for change… ENS is urging
governments to take action to prevent the damage that growing up without a nationality causes to children’s lives.
Thousands of children in Europe are growing up stateless and more than half the countries in Europe don't have
adequate safeguards to prevent it. You can help by joining signing the ENS petition before 20 November!

Second anniversary of UNHCR #IBelong Campaign
On 4 November 2016, it will be two years since the start of the
UNHCR #IBelong Campaign to end statelessness. On 27 October
the High Commissioner for Refugees commemorated this
anniversary at the UNHCR Headquarters in Geneva. ENS’
Macedonia Youth Ambassador, Ivan Kochovski was among the
speakers and you can read about his impressions of the event and
current (youth) engagement on the issue in his blog for ENS.
On 4 November 2016, 1-3 pm CET, the World Council of Churches
hosts a Webinar on Ending Statelessness to mark the anniversary
of the UNHCR Global Action Plan to End Statelessness. You can
attend the webinar and ask questions via the chat room.

Focus on: Citizenship for the Makonde in Kenya
Members of the Makonde community in Kenya, after 40 years of statelessness, have finally found recognition as
Kenyan citizens. The Makonde people say they were born in Kenya after their forefathers arrived in the country in
1936 and were recruited to work on sisal and sugar farms owned by European settlers in Kwale county. They were,
however, not seen as one of the 42 tribes of Kenya when the country gained independence in 1963 (Daily Nation).
The community consists several thousand individuals and has faced much injustice.
In order to solve their situation, the Kenya Human Rights Commission together with members of the Makonde
community and other activists marched from Kwale to Nairobi under the organisation of ‘Trekking against
Statelessness’. While the trek initially was supported by the government of Kwale, they appeared to change their
minds, when a high-profile security team tried to have the trekkers return home. Police vehicles with water cannons
and armed policemen formed the peak of a variety of setbacks the trekkers endured.
Against these odds, the trekkers marched on and arrived in Nairobi on 13 October. President Uhuru Kenyatta
apologised to the Makonde and ordered that “between now and the month of December we shall ensure that all of
[the Makonde] have been issued national identity cards so that you are fully recognised as Kenyan citizens” (BBC).
The president insisted that the Makonde people had lived in the country long enough to be citizens and not foreigners
(K24TV). The president will visit Mombasa in December to meet the Makonde and ensure that the registration of the
Makonde as citizens is completed (Standard). The Makonde are also to be issued title deeds to the lands they live on.

CRC Committee asks South Africa and Saudi Arabia to address childhood statelessness
At the 73rd session of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (September 2016), a strong set of
recommendations on protecting children’s right to a nationality were addressed in the Concluding Observations
addressed to Saudi Arabia and to South Africa. For Saudi Arabia, the focus was on amending its nationality law to
remove gender discrimination. The Committee took note of the changes which were made to Saudi legislation in 2012
which open a pathway to naturalisation for children of Saudi women, but reiterated its earlier recommendation that
the law be further reformed “in order to ensure that nationality can be transmitted to children through both the
maternal and paternal line without distinction”. In respect of South Africa, a broader revision of all legislation and
regulations relevant to birth registration and nationality was recommended to ensure the country’s full conformity
with the Convention. Both countries were recommended to pay particular attention to the specific situation where
children would otherwise be stateless. Also, both were encouraged to accede to the 1961 Convention on the
Reduction of Statelessness, and South Africa also to accede to the 1954 statelessness convention.
During the same session, Nauru, New Zealand, Sierra Leone and Suriname were also reviewed by the Committee.
Nauru and Suriname both received recommendations relating to accession to one or both of the statelessness
conventions. Sierra Leone did not receive relevant recommendations, despite the fact that the law restricting access

to nationality through the mother, when a child is born outside the country. Further information on issues relating to
the child’s right to a nationality in Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Sierra Leone can be found in the submissions made
by the Institute with its civil society partners to the Committee on the Rights of the Child ahead of this session. For
more about the Committee’s work on this issue, see also our toolkit and analytical database, available at
www.statelessnessandhumanrights.org.

Two new UNHCR ExCom Conclusions include language on statelessness
After a silence of six years, on the 6th of October, UNHCR’s Executive Committee (ExCom) has approved two new
international conclusions, one on international cooperation and one on youth. Both of these include language
recognising the importance of continuing efforts to address statelessness. In the Conclusion of the Executive
Committee on international cooperation from a protection and solutions perspective, it is recalled that “international
cooperation is important for States with internally displaced persons, stateless populations, as well as other people
of concern to UNHCR”. In paragraph 16 of this conclusion, ExCom points to “the value of international cooperation to
prevent and reduce statelessness and find solutions for stateless people, including through UNHCR’s Global Campaign
to End Statelessness, and encourages continued efforts in this regard”.
In the Conclusion of the Executive Committee on youth, it is noted that “refugee, internally displaced and stateless
youth have particular vulnerabilities and are often negatively affected, and can be at heightened risk due to their
situation”. Then, in paragraph 8 of the conclusion, ExCom highlights “the urgent need to take further measures to
prevent childhood statelessness and engage with and find solutions for stateless youth, including as reflected in
UNHCR’s Global Campaign to End Statelessness and the 2015 ‘I am here, I belong’ report, and encourages the
continuation of efforts to promote adherence to the Conventions on Statelessness, where applicable, and the taking
of measures at the global, regional and national level”.

Statelessness in the Dominican Republic: third anniversary of Judgement 168-13
The revocation of citizenship and creation of statelessness in the Dominican Republic remains an issue of human
rights violations and of international concern. Researchers B. Shaw Drake and Raimy Reyes wrote about the situation
of many children of Haitian descent living in the DR without the possibility to enrol in school this year. The Americas
Network on Nationality and Statelessness (Red ANA) reported on a panel discussion and screening of the
documentary ‘Our Lives in Transit’ (trailer) organised by Red ANA, the Georgetown Law Human Rights Institute and
Minority Rights Group International on 23 September 2016. That date marks the third anniversary of Judgement 16813 by the Dominican Republic’s Constitutional Court which revoked the Dominican citizenship of tens of thousands
of people born in the DR, most of whom are from Haitian descent. Two days before, on 21 September, the Minister
of the Presidency of the Dominican Republic, Gustavo Montalvo, received a commission from Amnesty International.
The commission handed over the signatures of more than 50.000 citizens from 134 different counties preoccupied by
the situation of statelessness in the DR. To mark the third anniversary of Judgment 168-13 the American Jewish World
Service moreover published two extensive blog posts on statelessness in the DR: One telling the individual stories of
the lives of statelessness persons and the other setting out the fight of the Dominican civil society in their efforts of
solving the statelessness crisis.

What’s new: Publications, tools and resources
Deprivation of nationality: Implications for the fight against statelessness: In this paper, Alison Harvey sets
developments in law, policy and practice on the deprivation of nationality in their legal and historical context.
Examining the effect that these have had on attitudes to statelessness.
Syrian refugee or stateless refugee: The challenges of statelessness in exile: As part of the workshop ‘Long-term
Challenges of Forced Migration: Local and Regional Perspectives from Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq’ Zahra Albarazi
(Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion) presented this paper. The paper considers the particularities for the Syrian
context in the nexus between displacement and statelessness for three groups of displaced persons: the general
refugee population, those at high risk of statelessness and the stateless refugees (also available in Arabic).
Podcast on statelessness: Nomosphone is a podcast series made by Tilburg University students of global law that
treats current global legal issues. The first episode was dedicated to stateless persons and refugees.

Reducing the Risk of Statelessness: A Synergy of Good Protection Practices in Southeast Asia (Philippines and
Indonesia): For the first newsletter of the International Association of Refugee Law Judges (IARLJ) Judge San JuanTorres wrote a piece (for the newsletter’s final section, The Closing Word) exploring statelessness in Southeast Asia.
International Action Needed as Rohingya face Executions, Rape, Mass Arrests and Starvation: The Burmese
Rohingya Organisation UK (BROUK) raise their voice as the Rohingya face further gross violations of international law
and mass starvation under the NLD led government. More voices need to speak up and action needs to be taken to
curtail further violations.
A.A. v. Russia (no.35675/16): On 13 September 2016 the European Court on Human Rights communicated a new
case on the removal of a stateless person of Palestinian origin from Russia to Syria.
Statelessness and the refugee crisis in Europe: Katalin Berényi wrote an article in Forced Migration Review stating
that the European Union needs to issue a Directive on common standards for statelessness determination procedures
with a view to mitigating the impacts of statelessness in the refugee crisis in Europe.
Video: Eradication of statelessness in the Americas: UNHCR issued a new video on the eradication of statelessness
in the Americas (in Spanish).
Nationality and Statelessness in the International Law of Refugee Status: This book by Eric Fripp discusses
statelessness, international laws regarding nationality and the consequences of nationality or the lack of it in the
interpretation of refugee status under the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.
Nigeria: People of Bakassi may become stateless soon: UNHCR’s representative to Nigeria and ECOWAS Angele
Dikongue-Atangana has warned that people living in Bakassi may become stateless. Bakassi is a peninsula on the Gulf
of Guinea which has become the territory of Cameroon. People from Bakassi may be left unable to prove a link with
either Nigeria or Cameroon.

What’s new: Law and policy
A number of Swiss citizens by marriage at risk of statelessness: It was reported in The Tages Anzeiger that a number
of foreign nationals who obtained Swiss citizenship through marriage are potentially at risk of statelessness if their
country of origin does not accept dual nationality. The Swiss citizenship through marriage can be revoked up to eight
years after the marriage took place if the authorities suspect it to be fraudulent.
Canadian Senate looking to change controversial citizenship law: The Canadian Senate is considering changing a law
that currently allows Canadians to be stripped of their citizenship without a hearing. The law makes it possible for the
government to revoke the citizenship of anyone deemed to have misrepresented themselves.
Proposal for legislation on statelessness in the Netherlands: A bittersweet victory: This blogpost written by Katja
Swider and Caia Vlieks sets out in English the proposed package of legislative amendments on statelessness by the
Dutch government. The proposal is bittersweet, while it is full of major drawbacks. However, the proposal is currently
publicly available online for consultation.

Announcements and events
Report Launch: Protecting Stateless Persons from Arbitrary Detention: On 10 November 2016, the European
Network on Statelessness organises a lunchtime seminar at Garden Court Chambers, London to mark the launch of
their new report ‘Protecting Stateless Persons from Arbitrary Detention in the UK’. Registration is free.
Two other events were already introduced concerning a specific focus on a theme that these events relate to:
- Webinar on Ending Statelessness: 4 November 2016
- Working together to end childhood statelessness in Europe: 22 November 2016 (ENS event, see above)
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