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A day in the life of… Sabin Shrestha, Executive
Director, Forum for Women, Law and
Development, Nepal
“According to Nepali nationality law, a Nepali mother cannot confer
citizenship to her children as equal to Nepali father. Moreover, a Nepali
wife is completely denied the right to confer citizenship to her husband
and there is discrimination for married daughters to acquire citizenship
in comparison to sons. As a result of this discriminatory law, there is an
increasing vulnerability towards statelessness […] Through our legal
intervention, we have received a number of positive judgements from
the Supreme Court. When people acquire their citizenship certificate
on the basis of such judgment, I feel really satisfied.”

Read the full interview in this month’s “A day in the life of….”
at the bottom of this bulletin.

Announcements & events
The Statelessness Summer Course: The fourth edition of this annual course will be offered from 3 – 7 August 2015, in
Tilburg. The course is a 1-week intensive learning programme for professionals on statelessness and related issues. The
course considers statelessness and the right to nationality from various angles. It deals with legal and policy issues
associated with statelessness. Participants from civil society, academia, governments and international organisations
from around the world come together. Application deadline: 15 April 2015.
ENS conference ‘none of Europe’s children should be stateless’ will be held this year between 2-3 June in Budapest. The
conference is intended to provide a platform for sharing new research on the causes and impact of childhood
statelessness in Europe. It is a venue for scholars, practitioners and policy makers to come together and discuss how to
ensure that no more of Europe’s children suffer statelessness. Registration deadline: 1 May 2015.
Pre-announcement: 2015 UNHCR Award for Statelessness Research: This year, academic institutions will again be
invited to nominate excellent research by undergraduate, graduate and doctoral researchers in the field of statelessness
for the UNHCR Award for Statelessness Research. Three awards from a total prize pool of USD 4,000 will be granted o the
best research at the undergraduate, graduate and doctoral levels. The full announcement and nomination guidelines will
be posted online within the next few weeks. Deadline for nominations: 1 June 2015.
Pre-announcement: Online Working Paper Series on Statelessness: This autumn, the Institute on Statelessness and
Inclusion will launch an online Working Paper Series dedicated to statelessness. Submissions can be made by students,
researchers, NGOs and other professionals, from any discipline. Papers can be short, exploratory pieces; or longer, more
detailed research-based work. Full guidelines go online this month. Deadline for submissions: 1 September 2015.

Other calls for papers… Independent student journal, the Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration now calling for papers
on protecting and advancing the human rights of refugees and forced migrants. Submission deadline: 10 April 2015. And
there’s a call for papers out for the November 2015 edition of Forced Migration Review with a major feature
called 'Thinking ahead: displacement, transition and solutions'. Submission deadline: 7 September 2015

What’s new: Publications, Tools & Resources
Kenya Dialogue on Gender Equality, Nationality and Statelessness
Convened by UNHCR and the Kenya Human Rights Commission on 2 December 2014, this report documents the dialogue
with Kenyan women and their families, focusing on the impact of reform of the nationality law which previously
discriminated against women.
Statelessness and Human Trafficking in Thailand
Tilburg University carried out a two-year project to develop and pilot a research methodology to explore the nexus
between statelessness and human trafficking in Northern Thailand among hill tribe people, the results of which are now
available online. The methodology, which employs both quantitative and qualitative techniques and utilizes Subjective
Legal Empowerment theory, has been written up in this ‘Methodology Report’. The findings of the study among the hill
tribe community in Thailand, along with some policy recommendations, are outlined in this ‘Thailand Report’.
New UNHCR Background note on Gender equality, Nationality laws and Statelessness
Issued on women’s day 2015, an updated paper detailing the situation of gender discriminatory nationality laws globally
in 2015.
UNHCR, Good Practices Paper - Action 3: Removing Gender Discrimination from Nationality Laws
Also (re-)issued on women’s day this March, this paper is the latest from the series of Good Practices Papers to help
States, with the support of other stakeholders, achieve the goals of its Campaign to End Statelessness within 10 Years.
Website on statelessness in the Netherlands
The Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, the European Network on Statelessness and ASKV (a Dutch organization
nd
supporting asylum seekers) officially launched the website on the 2 of March during a symposium called "What awaits
the Dutch Stateless in 2015?" at the University of Amsterdam. This (currently English, soon to be bilingual) website
provides information, reports, resources and multimedia materials on statelessness in the Netherlands.
Various articles looking at new issues in the area of denationalization, including in the context of terrorism
EUDO Citizenship academic debate with various contributors on “The return of banishment: do new
denationalisation policies weaken citizenship?” edited by Audrey Macklin and Rainer Bauböck.
Audrey Macklin, “Citizenship revocation, the privilege to have rights and the production of the alien” in
Queen’s Law Journal, 2014.
Tamás Molnár, "The Prohibition of Arbitrary Deprivation of Nationality under International Law and EU Law:
New Perspectives", in the Hungarian Yearbook of International Law and European law, 2014.
Photography work looking at the lives of the Royingya
Two new, innovative photography on the Rohingya has recently been published. One focuses on the struggle the
stateless community have in trying to find a home. The other, a day online in Myanmar's Rohingya camps documents
some Rohingya making skype calls from Rakhine state to relatives who have gone overseas.

What’s new: Law & Policy
CSW59/Being+20
Between 8-20 March New York hosted the UN-Women Committee on the Status of Women. A High Level Side Event on
Equal Nationality Rights was conducted with several government representatives talking about their own country’s path
to reform and their support of the international push to eradicate this discrimination. An NGO Parallel Event was also
convened by the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights, which allowed for further discussion among civil society
on the situation. One positive outcome of the CSW was that the Bahamas committed to achieving equality in its
constitution between men and women.
Nationality and statelessness back on agenda of Council of Europe
A motion has been introduced for a resolution of the Parliamentary Assembly on “The need to eradicate statelessness of
children” achieving enough signatures to be considered.

US Congress Hearing on ‘The Human Rights of Stateless People’
On 23 March, the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission convened a hearing for members of the US Congres to discuss
the global problem of statelessness. A full video webcast of the hearing can be viewed online here.
Case of Expelled Dominicans and Haitians v. Dominican Republic – now in English
This ruling by the Inter-American Court on Human Rights, issued late in 2014, is well worth a closer look because it is a
highly progressive international judgment on the eradication and prevention on statelessness. A blog summarising
details by Francisco Quintana, CEJIL / Americas Network on Nationality and Statelessness was published on the site of
the European Network on Statelessness in 2014.
UK Supreme Court: Pham v. Home Secretary
In Pham v. Home Secretary the UK Supreme Court ruled that stripping British nationality from a naturalized citizen based
on untested allegations of terrorism did not render him stateless as the applicant still held the nationality of his country
of birth at the date of deprivation. However, the country of birth repudiated the claim. Read Simon Cox’ blog about the
decision from Open Society Foundations’ Casewatch.
ECtHR precedent against arbitrary detention of stateless persons having positive effect
The July 2014 ruling of the European Court of Human Rights in Kim v. Russia, is helping additional stateless persons in
Russia to seek release from detention facilities. Recently, two stateless persons from Georgia and Tajikistan respectively,
were released from the Temporary Detention Facility for Foreigners. However, although ordered released, the status of
these stateless persons is not necessarily regularised and they remain in limbo, so further legal measures are needed.
See this report for more details.

Popular on Twitter this Month
From @AnnaMariaLeicht: #Lebanon: Women demand right to
children bit.ly/1ERQ5jR #statelessness #ibelong pic.twitter.com/y8DfirAnPC
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From @UNHCR_Cent_Asia: Recommendations on statelessness encourage legislative reforms in Kyrgyzstan.
http://unhcr.kz/eng/news-of-the-region/news/2295/
From
@aboboudial:
Join
new
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http://ow.ly/KMkmo @amnestypress @AmnestyOnline

campaign:

From @UNHCRWestAfrica: #WestAfrican artists support #UNHCR
#AngeliqueKidjo. http://bit.ly/188JEx5 pic.twitter.com/axro8qhjvi
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From @MarkManly: 31: Turkey is 31st country to accede to one/both #statelessness conventions since 2011, 5th since
launch of #ibelong in Nov 2014

A day in the life of…
Sabin Shrestha
Executive Director, Forum for Women, Law and Development, Nepal
Can you give us a short description of the type of work you do?
I have been working in FWLD since 2000. Forum for Women, Law and Development (FWLD) is
an autonomous, non-profit, non-governmental organization established in 1995 to work for the
protection, promotion and enjoyment of human rights. I am working through FWLD, using law as an instrument to
ensure the rights of women, children, minorities and all other marginalized groups.
I have been involved in filing noteworthy Public Interest Litigations (PILs), a tool used for the reform and for the effective
enforcement of laws. Through PILs, we have been successful in quashing the provision of child solders, criminalizing
marital rape, in ensuring confidentiality to victims and witnesses in many cases of gender-based violence, and in
approaching equality between sons and daughters on rights to ancestral property, among other law reforms.

I have been involved in research on the discriminatory laws of Nepal, and have worked to eradicate atrocities, stigma and
discrimination that exist as a result of these prevailing discriminatory laws. I have also been involved in conducting
research on issues related to child marriage, HIV & AIDS, women's sexuality, reproductive and sexual health and rights,
human trafficking and sexual harassment. I have also been imparting lots of trainings on legal issues to judges, lawyers,
parliamentarians, security personals, civil society members and community based organization.
How did you get involved in working on statelessness and what type of statelessness activities is your organization is
involved in?
One of the major areas of work of my organisation is the elimination of discriminatory laws in Nepal. In Nepal one of the
core areas of discrimination lies in nationality law. According to Nepali nationality law, a Nepali mother cannot confer
citizenship to her children as equal to Nepali father. Moreover, a Nepali wife is completely denied the right to confer
citizenship to her husband. There is discrimination for married daughters to acquire citizenship in comparison to sons. As
a result of this discriminatory law, there is an increasing vulnerability towards statelessness. Against this background, we
have focussed our work towards elimination of discriminatory law and reducing statelessness.
In this regard, we are doing a lot of advocacy work with parliamentarians and government officials including through
public demonstrations, raising awareness, media campaigns and producing lots of IEC materials. We have established a
citizenship network of 40 organizations which helps us expand the reach of our work. We are also providing individual
legal aid services to access citizenship certificates and have filed many public interest litigation cases. Our organization is
also doing capacity-building programmes to citizenship certificate issuance officers of the government. At the same time,
we are also documenting cases without citizenship certificate.
Could you describe a particular project you are working on right now?
At present, I am coordinating a legal reform campaign for elimination of discriminatory nationality law. I am also
involved in documentation of people without citizenship certificates. In 2011, we had undertaken a study which
estimated about 4.3 million people living in Nepal without citizenship certificate. Currently, I am engaged in updating the
same study and trying to project the situation for the next ten years. As an advocate myself, I am also drafting and
pleading various cases related acquisition of citizenship certificate.
What do you most enjoy about this work and what are the biggest challenges you face?
Through our legal intervention, we have received a number of positive judgements from the Supreme Court. When
people acquire their citizenship certificate on the basis of such judgment, I feel really satisfied with myself. Also, the
earlier constitution of 1990 allowed fathers to confer citizenship to their children. I was heavily involved in various
advocacies during the drafting of Interim Constitution of 2006. As a result, mothers were allowed conditional right to
confer citizenship certificate which I consider a partial success in this movement.
Nepal is located between two big countries India and China. Politicians and government officers fear that if Nepal adopts
liberal nationality policy, Nepal might get over populated. On the basis of this, politicians are very resistant which is one
of the major challenges. Another challenge in the strong patriarchal mindset which is prevailing in the Nepali society.
Why is the work so important and what do you hope to accomplish?
Legal identity is directly linked with state’s acknowledgement of existence of person. This is the foundation of enjoyment
of all other rights. Whatever right we talk about, nothing can be accomplished without citizenship right. Hence
nationality law is a matter of topmost priority which everybody should focus on. I hope there will be nobody in Nepal
without citizenship certificate and there will be equal nationality law in line with international human rights standards.

Contribute to the Statelessness Monthly Bulletin via
news@InstituteSI.org or visit www.InstituteSI.org

